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Who readeth much, and never meditates,
Is like the greedy cater of much food,

\Who so surcloys his stomach!with his cates,
That commonly. they d6 him little good.

i
_“"—JOSHUA SYLVESTER. Tetrasticia
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PREFACE

In view of the important role Buddhism plays in Ceylon.
one naturally expects the entire Tripitaka to be found in print
not only in the original in Pali, but also in translation in Sinhalese.
However, the Tripitaka in its entirety, has not yet been printed
in Ceylon even in Pali, not to speak of a translation. That
explains the present undertaking of mine. I have already
completed the printing of the Majjhima Nikaya running into
about a thousand pages. The remaining books of the Tripitaka
have also been edited by me. Of them the Abhidkamma Pitaka
will be printed before others. The preparation of a good edition
of the Abhidhamma texts is a task bristling with difficulties.
The editors should possess not only a good command of the Pali
language, but also a thorough grasp of Buddhist metaphysics-
That is why, before attempting others, I have focussed my
attention on the Abhidhamma texts. Dhamma - Sangani. the first
Pakarana belonging to the Abhidhamma Pitaka, is now ready for
printing. A long intreductien to Abhidhamma will be published
after printing all the texts belonging to that Pitaka.

I propose to bring out a Sinhalese version of the Tripitaka
after placing before the public a reliable edition of the Pali
Tri- Pitaka in good print. The more urgently needed and %the
meore difficult task is the preparation of the Pali text. After
that has been settled, it may not be so difficult to prepare a
Sinhalese translation.

In conclusion, I wish to express my gratitude to my
revered teacher Venerable Pandit Weliwitiye Sorata Nayaka
Thero, Vice-: Principal. Vidvodaya Pirivena, and to Venerable
Rerukane Caindawimala Thero, Princinal, Sri  Vinayalankara
Pirivena, Pokunuwita, for the encouragement and advice they
have given me.

The printing expenses of the present edition are bLeing
borne hy the Trustees of the Sri Pada. The Buddhist Public owe
a deep debt of gratitude to those members of the Sangha and
also of the laity who stressed the importance of this undertaking.
to the Public Trustee ard his Board of Advisors who decided %o
give me the financial assistance needed. and to Mr. Robert Sydney
Ellawala, J. P.U.P. M., Tiustee cf Sri- Pada who heartily approved
of the financial assistance heing given to me.



xii

I shall be failing in 11\3" duty if I fail to express my
thankfulness to Bhikkhu Bendaluwe Dheerananda for correcting
the proofs of the present text, and also to Mr. Harold Weragama
for-the assistance given me to print the Tripitaka.

A certain number of copies of each text to be printed
from the Tripitaka in this manner will be distributed free among
the recognized Buddhist institutions in Ceyion as well as
abroad.

Kirielle Nanawimaia 7 hero.
Gth April 1952,
Sastrodaya Pirivena,
Marapana.
Ratopura.
(Ceylon.)
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